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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
With November and December upon us, so is the cooler weather. From Thanksgiving
to New Years are some of the busiest days of the year. Not just with everyone
celebrating the holidays with their families, but the events that are going to happen
at our Post.
We'll start off with the Police and Firemen Recognition dinner on Friday, November
4. On Thursday, November 10 is the 247th Birthday of the U.S. Marine Corps. Let’s
help remembering all Marines by celebrating that day at our Post.
Thanksgiving is always celebrated on a Thursday, November 24 this year. Because
of staffing issues the Post will not be serving a Thanksgiving meal. The restaurant
will be open Friday and Saturday evenings for dinner and Sunday mornings for
breakfast as usual.
If you are looking for gifts for your family and friends, check out the Auxiliaries’ Annual
Craft Fair, Saturday, November 26.

Next up is Pearl Harbor Day, which is observed annually in the United States
on December 7 to remember and honor the 2,403 Americans who were killed in the
Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Friday, December 2 the Post will
be honoring the Pearl Harbor Anniversary by having a dinner and a guest speaker.
The guest speakers have always been very interesting. Contact the Post for more
information.
On Saturday, December 3 the Lions Club has reserved the Legion Hall for Santa that
morning. Santa's elves will be cooking a breakfast for his fans. Bring your kids,
grandchildren, etc. to sit on Santa’s lap and share their Christmas wish list with him.
The Army-Navy game follows on Saturday, December 10.
If you are not going out of town on Saturday, December 24, please join us at the
Post for the Annual Post 136 Customer Appreciation Day. There will be light food and
drink specials. Thank you in advance for supporting our Post!
Restaurant business, in general, is tricky yet Chef Limburg is up to the challenge! He
and the Post management team have been working hard to satisfy our customers’
menu requests. Now that the restaurant is open on Saturdays, Chef Limburg has an
opportunity to create tasty meals at a reasonable price. Please join us, the specials
will be great! For more information on the Friday and Saturday Night specials please
refer to our website or Facebook page, or, even better, visit the restaurant in person
to enjoy the food!
God Bless America,
Greg Gigliotti
Commander

ISSUE

November/December 2022

2022/2023
Commander:
Greg Gigliotti
1st Vice Commander:
Harold Bullock
2nd Vice Commander:
Butch Hicks

Judge Advocate:
Tom Davis
Sgt. at Arms:
David Johnson

Chaplain:
Jim Middleton
Historian:
Bernie Zempolich
Finance Officer:
Ralph Bell
At-Large-Member:
James Hawkins
Harold Schemer
Larry Williams
Adjutant:
Mike Moore

See Page 3 for Post Adjutant, Mike Moore’s article providing more details regarding the fight that it took
to make this happen and thanking all who dedicated time and provided financial support toward the
effort.

Page 2

PEACE CROSS REDEDICATION CEREMONY
ON VETERANS DAY 2022
I want to thank all of you for your enthusiastic support and generous financial assistance in our quest to defend and restore the Bladensburg World War I Memorial that we all know as Peace Cross. After a seven-year
court battle to save the Peace Cross from destruction, and a three-year effort to raise the $1 million needed
to restore it to its original grandeur, we have arrived at the day when the Bladensburg World War I Memorial
will be rededicated in remembrance of those 49 brave men from Prince George’s County who made the
ultimate sacrifice for their country. On Friday, November 11, 2022, at 11:00 a.m., we will gather in front of a
beautifully restored Peace Cross, to pay homage to our 49 local heroes, whose names are inscribed on the
memorial. After a brief ceremony, you will be invited to join us at a reception at the Cheverly American Legion
Post 108.
Our American Legion Family at Greenbelt Post 136 has been a leader in generating public support for this
historic effort. If you are interested in participating in this historic event, there are two ways that you can be
involved in the rededication. You can join us in person at the Bladensburg rededication site or you can view a
live stream of the ceremony at the Cheverly reception site. Of course, you decision may be influenced by the
uncertain weather conditions that we may experience on November 11th and the limited parking around the
Memorial.
Let me share some details of that special day. We expect about 200 attendees, including officials from the
Maryland National Park and Planning Commission, members of our legal team, prominent members of The
American Legion and officials from nearby municipalities, Prince Georges County government, and the State
Legislature. I am delighted that Governor Larry Hogan and State Senator Malcomb Augustine (47 th District),
who have been leaders in generating the necessary financial support to make this restoration a reality, will
give brief remarks.
The American Legion will be represented by National Judge Advocate Mark Seavey who will provide the legal
perspective on our 7-2 Supreme Court decision to allow the memorial to stand. Mark, assigned to the 29th
Infantry Division, was deployed to Afghanistan in 2004 as an infantry squad leader and is the recipient of the
Combat Infantryman’s Badge and several other awards. He is a graduate of The Citadel and of George Mason
University of Law. We are proud to have him here.
After the rededication ceremony has concluded, attendees will be invited to the Cheverly American Legion
Post 108 for a reception and celebration. Post 108 is proud to host this celebration. There will be lots of
parking and we will be offering plenty of great food and drinks. This is an informal opportunity to meet others
and share stories with those who have been involved in our Peace Cross journey.
I am particularly proud of the fund-raising efforts led by Greenbelt American Legion Post 136 and their many
partners from Veterans Service Organizations, local civic and fraternal organizations, and many generous
individual doors. Together, we raised over $23 thousand to support the restoration and rededication.
We have been active participants in the PG Parks Foundation’s memorial brick program, which raises $500
for each brick sold. Many of our major donors will have their organizations recognized with bricks that will
pave a walkway in front of the Peace Cross. Although the timeframe for ordering bricks that will be in place
for the rededication has closed, PG Parks will continue to sell and place bricks. It has been an honor to have
worked with so many enthusiastic and generous supporters whose unifying theme was to “Save Peace
Cross,” Well done!

Mike Moore
Post Adjutant
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 136

S.A.L. COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

2022/2023

Legion Family, we have come to the last 2 months of 2022. As always, I hope this
newsletter finds you in good health and spirits. 2023 is right around the corner and
your Squadron leaders are working to keep our missions on track and looking for
your help. The easiest mission you can help with is renewing your yearly dues.
Membership is vital to the Legion Family and renewing your dues triggers so many
other components of our objective to strengthen the four pillars of The American
Legion and our greater community. Check your membership card. If you don’t have
your 2023 membership card, please stop by the Post to pay your dues or mail them
into the Post. S.A.L. 136 2023 Dues are $25 for regular members and $15 for Dual
membership and members Under 18 years of age.
Mail Dues to:
ATTN: S.A.L. DUES
Greenbelt American Legion Post 136
6900 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770

Officers
Commander:
Lenny Wertz
1st Vice Commander:
Randy Fortwengler
2nd Vice Commander:
Tommy Bryant
Chaplain:
Kenny Hall

S.A.L. 136 needs help to continue our other core missions and engage in new missions.
The Wednesday Queen of Hearts nights is currently our primary means of financial
support for meeting our goals and projects, please consider signing up for working
one evening per month.
“Toys for Tots” season is upon us and our Post will have boxes collecting toys and we
need members to coordinate this yearly drive.
We are supporting Rolling Thunder Maryland Chapter One’s “Turkey for Troops”
project. They work with the USO and distribute Thanksgiving meals to active duty
members in the DMV area. They will be distributing these meals on Saturday,
November 19 here at Greenbelt Post 136. Look for information to be posted on
times and come to help or just to thank the active service members for their service.
We need help to focus on the Flag placement and replacements. The S.A.L. also
needs help with the following: Legislative, Americanism, Membership, Program
Support, Post Family Events, Boys State, Children & Youth, Charlotte Hall Veterans
Home and the Jr. S.A.L. program. It is nearly impossible to include a description of all
the missions we have in the space of our Contact Newsletter. We have a sign-up flyer
in the members’ bar. Find out more information on any of our missions that we are
asking the S.A.L. team for help. Most of our objectives are just funneling information
and sharing with our members and other veterans.

Finance Officer:
Bill Cornelius
Historian:
Ray (Cory) Micallef
Sgt-At-Arms:
Steve Tippett
Adjutant:
Ray (Cory) Micallef
Advisor:
Richard Dutton

Thank you to all who participated in the golf tournament on Friday, October 7. A
great time was had by all! Secondly, thanks to everyone who came out to support
the Super Shot Gun Bingo on Sunday, October 16, which we held in conjunction with
Auxiliary Unit 136. The proceeds from this event are going to support the leading
candidate for 2024’s National S.A.L. Commander, JR Hall. Thirdly, to anyone who
bought tickets to the Southern Maryland Region Drawdown on Saturday, October 22
and those that helped cook or serve at the event, thank you!
In January, after gaining a few more volunteers, we hope to be able to announce a
couple of additional events that will help support our Detachments Commander’s
project and chances to help support our missions.
Serving those who served,
Lenny Wertz
S.A.L. Commander
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Don’t forget to set
your clocks back
one hour on
Sunday, November 6

Queen of Hearts is Back
on Wednesday Evenings
A New Drawing Will Be Held Every Wednesday Until the Queen of Hearts is Drawn
All Tickets Must Be Purchased by 7:15 PM the Night of the Drawing
Drawing Held: 8:00 PM - Tickets: $5.00 each/3 for $10.00 - Pot Starts at: $1000.00

This is a progressive raffle open to the public.
Two (2) tickets drawn every Wednesday
Your full name must be on your ticket(s) to be valid.
If your ticket is drawn, you may pick a card from the Queen of Hearts Board.
The amount of money won depends on the card drawn.
ATTENTION ALL QUEEN OF HEARTS PLAYERS
The Queen of Hearts will now be offering Hold’ em Cards $1.00 each
on Wednesday evenings to win various cash prizes. (Up to $100.00 prizes)
Also, when getting 10 Hold’ em Cards, ONE FREE Queen of Hearts ticket is yours as well!
**This offer good until further notice**
Sponsored by The Sons of the American Legion Squadron 136
**PLEASE CONTINUE TO FOLLOW ALL SOCIAL DISTANCING AND FACE COVERING GUIDELINES**

THE CONTACT
The Contact is a bi-monthly newsletter published
by The American Legion, Greenbelt Post 136
Publisher: Mike Moore
Editor: Bernie Zempolich
Composing: East-West Web Solutions
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AUXILIARY UNIT 136

2022/2023

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Unit Officers

Happy Fall y'all! Its that time of year when the leaves and the weather change, pumpkin
spice and everything nice. A lot of things are happening, getting ready for the holidays
is a busy time.
We have our annual Money Bunny Raffle taking place, tickets are $1.00 each and
support our Unit’s scholarships. Last year we were very proud to award 6 scholarships
at $1000.00 each. The recipients were awesome and we were happy to help them.
We are so happy to continue our support of the National Guard, We joined them for
their Halloween activities, so much fun!!! Coloring books, crayons, chips and goodiesthe children of our military were very happy to see us!
Our National President visited Maryland and her banquet “Jeans and Jewels” was held
at our Post. Thanks to the Post, the S.A.L. and all of our members for helping out, what
a special night, we are sure a special memory for National President Vickie!
We joined S.A.L. Squadron 136 in hosting a Super Shotgun Bingo for Maryland's
candidate for National S.A.L. Commander 2023-2024, JR Hall. What an amazing event,
very well supported, thanks to all!
We are helping the Rolling Thunder MD Chapter One (RTMD1) and the USO with a nice
donation that helps them feed enlisted families a Thanksgiving meal: turkey, stuffing,
sides and dessert too. They will be picking up from the Greenbelt Post on Saturday,
November 19, what a wonderful small act that we can do to support our troops and
their families! Roughly it should be 50-75 families that we will be able to support. So
thankful to be able to do this.
Our annual Craft Bazaar will be held following Thanksgiving on Saturday, November 26.
Please stop by, the crafts are always amazing, maybe do a little Holiday shopping.
Our Unit meets the first and third Thursday of each month except in December and
July. We also host Shotgun Bingo on Tuesday nights (except December and July).
Please join us...we do great work for our community, our youth and our VETERANS!
Hopefully you have paid your dues early and we'll see you at the Early Bird Dinner
Sunday, October 30.
2023 Dues For Auxiliary Members
Yours truly,
$30.00 Regular (Seniors), $20.00 Seniors
Kathleen Gigliotti
with 50 yrs. or more and Dual Members
President
$6.00 Juniors (Members under 18)

President:
Kathy Gigliotti
1st Vice President:
Elizabeth Darnell
2nd Vice President:
Patty Rousseau
Secretary:
Mary Fava

Treasurer:
Sandi Dutton
Chaplain:
Susan Wiener

Historian:
Rusty Beeg
Executive
Committee:

Dora Hamm
Elizabeth Rice

MEMBERSHIP MESSAGE
The ghosts are gone and the holidays begin. Ladies, the scholarship fund needs your
help. The drawing is Veterans Day. The prize is $300.00.
We are collecting 2023 membership dues. So far we have 141 paid out of 401. We
have a way to go. There are two new members and a rejoin to welcome. Joann Fisher
transferred in from Post 233, Taylor Hodge born in 2020 is our newest junior and
Karon Martin rejoins the Unit. We have two members (that we were informed of) who
are now in Post Everlasting. We all send prayers to the families of Veronica Hughes our
member since 1974 and Patty Stange since 2015.
Like our Juniors
on Facebook @
136juniorsala

Happy Holidays to All and Stay Safe,
Susan Weiner
Chaplain/Membership Chairman
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1st

AUXILIARY MEETINGS
& 3rd Thursdays @ 7:00 PM

( except July and December)

Bingo is back in full swing and WE NEED YOU to MAKE IT GREAT!!
Bring a friend, enjoy some food, friends and, maybe even be a BIG winner.

MONEY BUNNY!!
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN $300.00
Please support our Merit Scholarship Program
TICKETS ARE $1.00 EACH
Drawing Date:
November 11, 2022 - Veterans Day
Please send your address labels and checks
made payable to Greenbelt Unit #136) to:

Greenbelt Unit #136
ATTN: Sandi Dutton
P.O. Box 1063
Greenbelt, MD 20768

An Excerpt from
AARP Magazine
Barbara Mandrell is a life
member of Greenbelt Unit
#136, signed up by Sandi
Dutton, when she was
National President.
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Greenbelt Unit #136
American Legion Auxiliary Presents
Our Annual Craft Bazaar
Hand Made Items
Raffles
Refreshments
Bake Sale
Saturday, November 26, 2022
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
6900 Greenbelt Road
(MD RTE 193)
For info: Rusty Beeg @ 301-602-7214
or email: rbeeg5908@gmail.com

6900 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770
(301) 345-0136

Early Bird Dinner Special:
Friday and Saturday Evenings
$1.00 off Dinner (Special Only)
From 4:00 PM until 5:00 PM

Friday & Saturday Dinner:
4:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Sunday Breakfast:
8:30 AM to 1:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, November 4th:
Monday, November 7th:
Thursday, November 10th:
Friday, November 11th:
Thursday, November 15th:

Thursday, November 24th:
Saturday, November 26th:
Friday, December 2nd:
Saturday, December 3rd:
Monday, December 5th:
Saturday, December 10th:
Sunday, December 11th:
Thursday, December 15th:
Saturday, December 24th:
Sunday, December 25th:
Saturday, December 31st:

Law Enforcement & Firefighter
Recognition Banquet
Post 136 Executive Committee: 6:30 PM
U.S. Marine Corps 247th Birthday
Veterans Day
Post 136 General Membership
Meeting: 7:00 PM
Thanksgiving Day (No Banquet)
Auxiliary Annual Craft Bazaar
Pearl Harbor Day Anniversary Celebration
Lion's Club Breakfast with Santa
Post 136 Executive Committee: 6:30 PM
Army/Navy Game
Employees Christmas Party
Post 136 General Membership
Meeting: 7:00 PM
AL 136 Customer Appreciation Day
Christmas Day (Post Closed)
New Year’s Eve

Please Note: Members Bar open until 2:00 AM. Last Call at 1:30 AM.
MUST HAVE CURRENT MEMBERSHIP CARD

Sandi Dutton, Patricia Ann Walker, Joyce Cooper, Rusty Beeg and Linda Perkins Green helping with the VA
Maryland Healthcare System Veterans Creative Arts Competition Showcase at the State Fair in Timonium on
September 10, 2022. See more photos on our Facebook Page.
Photos courtesy of Joyce Cooper
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