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As we ease into the spring season, I am looking forward to seeing smiles on faces not
hidden by masks. The county is making great progress in our battle against COVID-19
and its variants, and I expect that mask restrictions will be relaxed this month. We begin
the month with a delicious Shrimp Feast on Friday, March 4th from 6:00 P.M. until 9:00 P.M.
in Hofberg Hall. Our Auxiliary always does a great job in sponsoring this event. Tickets
are $30.00 in advance from our bartender and $35.00 at the door. Please see the ad on
page 5 in this issue of the Contact for more details.
You may recall that two years ago, on March 16, 2020, the county directed all restaurants
and fraternal organizations to close due to the threat of COVID-19. We had to cancel our
St. Patrick’s Day celebration, much to the dismay of both our Irish and non-Irish members.
We have made much progress in the ensuing two-year period. I am delighted to announce
that we will resume our traditional St. Patrick’s Day celebration on Thursday, March 17,
2022. The Post will open at 12:00 noon and starting at 1:00 p.m., we will be offering our
famous corned beef stacked sandwiches with potato salad. From 4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M.,
we will be offering a full Irish dinner of corned beef and cabbage in the dining room.
Our decision to open the restaurant for Sunday breakfast has proven to be a success. The
Executive Committee has decided to open the dining room for dinner on Friday evenings
beginning on Friday, March 18th. Past Commander Greg Gigliotti is leading a group to
plan the menu and determine the opening and closing times. We plan to bring back old
favorites like beer-battered haddock and other seafood dishes. Specifics will be provided
on our website and Facebook page. On Saturday, April 16th we will be offering a takeout
version of our Easter dinner. This will allow our hard-working volunteers to spend Easter
Sunday with their families.
As you may recall we decided to defer our Super Bowl Parties until the summer when
we can have a proper celebration with no COVID-related restrictions on our interactions.
I want to thank Paul Durance and Jay Mayock for efficiently managing the payouts to
quarter winners and good neighbors. Our Super Bowl Mega-Picnics are scheduled for
Saturday, June 18th for Pool #1 and Saturday, June 25th for Pool #2. The picnics will feature our traditional steaks, shrimp and other delicacies that are guaranteed to please the
most discriminating palate. We will have music, singing, dancing and a full selection of
adult beverages. I appreciate the hard work that is going into the planning and logistics of
these parties, and I am certain that they will be memorable.
(Commander’s message continued on page 2)
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(Commander’s message continued from Page 1)
I hope those who have not yet renewed their membership, will do so as soon as possible. When you do, you will
receive a 2022 membership card and a new permanent access card. The electronic access card is the only way you
can gain entrance into the Member’s Lounge. We rely on your ongoing support, especially during these challenging
times. Dues are a deal at $40.00 per member and renewal is as easy as dropping off your dues at the back bar or
the manager’s office.
We have promising news on the restoration of the Bladensburg Peace Cross Memorial. The Maryland National
Capital Park and Planning Commission (with a little help from the Legion and other local organizations) has
raised the necessary funds to begin work and scaffolding is already up. The world-renowned architectural
engineering firm Worcester-Eisenbrandt estimates that they will complete work by this Labor Day. I am working
with MNCPPC to plan a dedication on Veterans Day, Friday, November 11, 2022. We will keep you informed.
Special thanks to all who have been so supportive of this effort.
I am always amazed by how quickly the administrative year goes by. It is time to think about who wants to serve
as Post Executive Committee members for Administrative Year 2022 – 2023. Our long-time Historian Bernie
Zempolich has agreed to manage the nomination process. If you are interested in any of the positions that can be
found below this message, please contact Bernie to discuss what is involved in the nomination process. Bernie can
be reached by phone at (240) 601-3566 (mobile) or at BAZemp@aol.com. Formal nominations will be offered at
the Legion General Meeting on Thursday, April 21st and the Annual Post Election will be held at the Legion General
Meeting on Thursday, May 19th. We are always looking for enthusiastic and dedicated officers.
We continue to look for ways to supplement our income and Jay Mayock informs me that our rentals of Hofberg
Hall are on the rise. If you plan to have a major event, please consider our Hall as an affordable option. Jay would
be pleased to walk you through the process. He can be reached at (301) 345-0136 ext. 1.
I am hopeful that we have gotten through the COVID nightmare and can get back to normalcy. I appreciate your
support and understanding.
For God and Country,
Mike Moore,
Commander

Nominations for the 2022 - 2023 Administrative Year
Nominations for Greenbelt Post 136 Officer positions
for the 2022 - 2023 Administrative Year are now being
accepted. Nominations for the following officer positions
are listed to the right.

Commander
1st Vice Commander
2ndVice Commander
Judge Advocate
Sgt. at Arms
Chaplain
Historian
Finance Officer
Executive Committee (4 positions available)

Please contact Post Historian Bernie Zempolich with your nomination at: (240) 601-3566 or at bazemp@aol.com.
THE CONTACT
The Contact is a bi-monthly newsletter published by The American Legion, Greenbelt Post 136
Publisher: Mike Moore
Editor: Bernie Zempolich
Composing: East-West Web Solutions
Page 2

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 136

S.A.L. COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

2021/2022

Legion Family, I first, as always, want to encourage all who have not renewed dues for
this year to do so quickly. Please help the Squadron keep pace with yearly membership
goals. Currently, the Squadron is at 75% of this year’s membership goal. We need to get
to 80% by March 1st and be at 100% by May 1st. Over the past year, the National Legion
organization has completed an upgrade to the membership database. When this took
place, the system reassigned membership numbers and/or recalculated the continuous
years on some members. Those this happened to may have noticed this and were wondering.
The membership team, currently Randy and I, are addressing each case as they arise, so
far, at a glacier pace in response from the State and National organizations. A feature that
is coming and should be active in July is the ability to renew your dues online and print
your membership card. Until then, take some time to familiarize yourself with the Legion
Family website at www.mylegion.org. You will need your S.A.L. member number to
register for the account. Members will be able to update mailing addresses and find
discounts available to members. Have some patience. The site is still blossoming into
something useful.
A couple issues ago, I referenced the mission of the S.A.L. is to strengthen the four pillars
of the American Legion (Veterans, Defense, Children & Youth, Americanism.) Our
Squadron is looking for ways to widen the who and how we support these various pillars.
The pillar of Americanism is accomplished via programs such as Boys State, National
Emergency Fund, Flag placement/replacement. These are the main Americanism
programs. Boys State is a program intended for current juniors in high school to participate
in a program that is educational and inspiring for our Youth. Flag placement/replacement;
our National Commander would like to see flags on every Veterans grave, even those
who have chosen non-veteran cemeteries. I’m looking for S.A.L. 136 members who
would be interested in coordinating efforts in the placement of flags as well as identifying
and working to replace torn flags in general around the community. Jerry Darnell participated
in the Grand Polar Plunge at the Detachment meeting in support of the Children and
Youth pillar this past February. The funds raised directly support the Maryland Special
Olympics. The Squadron is in the final push to support the Maryland S.A.L. Commander’s
project providing Movie Night packages to Casey Cares Kids and their families. This
project has brought much relief to approximately 1500 families currently in the Casey
Cares Program as they navigate their children battling cancer. Additional direct donations
are welcomed.
The Southern Maryland Region S.A.L. is hosting a Spring Bull & Shrimp Feast on April
23rd at Severna Park Post 175. Tickets are $40. Stop by the Queen of Hearts on Wednesdays
to get tickets and more information.
If you have any ideas or suggestions, please bring them to any of our monthly meetings
or share them with our leadership team. The what’s that come with a who will get to the
how and a when faster. The S.A.L. monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at 7:00 PM. Nominations for the next slate of officers will take place during
the April monthly meeting with elections at the May meeting.
Last, but certainly not least, thank you to all the S.A.L. members who continue to help
support our Legion Family either by volunteering or patronizing the bar.
Serving Those Who Served,
Lenny Wertz
S.A.L. Commander
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Spring is slowly approaching and we have been steadily working hard to continue with
our many activities. We awarded several scholarships to students pursuing higher
education. We are excited to help them reach their career goals. We had the opportunity
to support our favorite organizations including Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund,
Wreaths Across America and the Martinsburg VA Medical Center. We supported our
own Post Past Commander’s with funds for their upcoming projects.
We made donations to our Juniors who put together care kits as part of their project for
military children. We were able to take part in providing goodies for the National Guard
Holiday Party. This was a great event where some of the children in need were able to
come to the Armory in Towson and pick out some presents and get a picture with Santa.
The Legion Family came together to collect donations for the families in Kentucky who
were devastated by tornadoes. Thank you to those who organized this event on such
short notice. The donations were sent to Department of Kentucky, The American Legion
to get families supplies they need in a timely manner. I am so grateful to everyone who
helped support this community effort.
We will be holding our Shrimp Feast on Friday, March 4th. In addition to shrimp, we
will also have roast beef, various sides and desserts. We will be doing 50/50 drawings
and other games of chance and of course some good music for the evening. Tickets are
$30 in advance and $35 at the door and can be purchased from any Auxiliary member on
Tuesday evenings or at the back bar. Bring the family out for some food and fun.
We have many events coming this spring. Bingo is back in full swing and WE NEED
YOU to make it great! Come out and bring a friend to enjoy some food, fun and even
chances at winning some cold hard cash!!! Bingo is on Tuesday nights at 7pm. Hope to
see you there!!
If you know of any member in need of support, please bring it to our attention. It is
important to continue to check on our friends and family. Please feel free to join our
meetings on the first and third Thursdays of the month. We are stronger together.
For God and Country,
Dana Coleman,
Auxiliary President

MEMBERSHIP

AUXILIARY
MEETINGS
1st & 3rd Thursdays
@ 7:00 PM
Like our Juniors
on Facebook @
136juniorsala

2022 Dues For Auxiliary Members
$30.00 Regular (Seniors), $20.00 Seniors with 50 yrs. or
more and Dual Members $6.00 Juniors (Members under 18)

The unit would like to welcome our newest junior member, Morgan Johnson. We are
excited to have her involved in all the great activities our junior program has to offer.
We would also like to welcome back our rejoin, Jen McGraw. Membership is steadily
growing and in 2022, we have 320 of our 420 members paid. Continue to spread the
word to get everyone current with their dues. New key cards have been issued this year,
so get your membership up to date to have access to the Post. If you know anyone who
is eligible, please let them know they can get an application at the Post. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.
Susan Weiner,
Membership Chair
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FOUR NEW HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS!

On behalf of the Unit, Honorary Life Members Rusty Beeg and Sandi Dutton present Honorary Life Membership to:
Dana Coleman, Elizabeth Darnell, Kathy Gigliotti and Dora Hamm.
The Unit is VERY proud to have four new HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS!!!
This is a very well deserved honor for these ladies.

Bingo is back in full swing and
WE NEED YOU to MAKE IT GREAT!!
Bring a friend, enjoy some food, friends
and, maybe even be a BIG winner.
Sponsored by the Auxiliary Unit #136
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Music
Singing
Dancing
Adult Beverages!

Pool # 1
Saturday, June 18th
Pool #2
Saturday, June 25th

Steak
Shrimp
& More!

Queen of Hearts is Back
on Wednesday Evenings
A New Drawing Will Be Held Every Wednesday Until the Queen of Hearts is Drawn

All Tickets Must Be Purchased by 7:15 PM the Night of the Drawing
Drawing Held: 8:00 PM - Tickets: $5.00 each/3 for $10.00 - Pot Starts at: $1000.00

This is a progressive raffle open to the public.
Two (2) tickets drawn every Wednesday
Your full name must be on your ticket(s) to be valid.
If your ticket is drawn, you may pick a card from the Queen of Hearts Board.
The amount of money won depends on the card drawn.
ATTENTION ALL QUEEN OF HEARTS PLAYERS
The Queen of Hearts will now be offering Hold’ em Cards $1.00 each
on Wednesday evenings to win various cash prizes. (Up to $100.00 prizes)
Also, when getting 10 Hold’ em Cards, ONE FREE Queen of Hearts ticket is yours as well!
**This offer good until further notice**
Sponsored by The Sons of the American Legion Squadron 136
**PLEASE CONTINUE TO FOLLOW ALL SOCIAL DISTANCING AND FACE COVERING GUIDELINES**
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Post Opens at Noon

Lunch Special

Dinner Special

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Corned Beef Sandwich,
Potato Salad & Sliced Pickle
Cost: $7.50

4: 00 PM to 7:00 PM
Corned Beef & Cabbage,
Potatoes & Carrots
Cost: $9.95

Irish Drink Specials & Special Desserts Available

The Post will be offering a take out version of our traditional Easter Dinner
on Saturday, April 16th. This will allow all of our hard-working
volunteers to spend Easter Sunday with their families.
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8:00 am to 1:00 PM
View the menu on our website at:
http://www.greenbeltmdpost136.org/dining.html

The dining room will be open for Friday evening dinner beginning on
March 18, 2022. We currently have a group working on planning the
menu and determining opening and closing times. We plan on bringing
back some old favorites, such as Beer Battered Haddock and other
seafood dishes. Specifics will be published on our website,
Facebook page and by email as they become available.
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