
 

 

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Contact 

2022/2023 

Commander: 

Greg Gigliotti 

1st Vice Commander: 

Harold Bullock 

2nd Vice Commander: 

Butch Hicks 

Judge Advocate: 

Tom Davis 

Sgt. at Arms: 

David Johnson 

Chaplain: 

Jim Middleton 

Historian: 

Bernie Zempolich 

Finance Officer: 

Ralph Bell 

At-Large-Member: 

James Hawkins 

Harold Schemer 

Larry Williams 

Adjutant: 

Mike Moore 

6900 Greenbelt Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770 

(301) 345-0136 

http://www.greenbeltmdpost136.org 

July/August 2022 VOLUME LXXIX ISSUE LII 

Greenbelt American Legion Post 136 

I am honored to serve as your Post Commander for the upcoming administrative 

year. As you can see from the list of new officers which appears on the right side of 

this page, we have elected a great mixture of people with experience and enthusiasm. I 

want to thank Dick Dutton and Larry Buck for their work on the Executive Committee 

over the last year. Both have decided to step down from the Executive Committee 

and their hard work and insight will be missed. We will also miss the dedication and 

commitment that John Hill brought to the Post. John’s obituary appears elsewhere in 

this edition. We welcome back Larry Williams, Jim Middleton, and Bill Muffley, all of 

whom have served previously on the Committee. We are looking forward to a great 

year. 

Now that we are starting to get out of the path of the COVID virus I hope all the 

Greenbelt American Legion Family is well. The Post had some setbacks and now we 

are striving to bring things back to normal.  One of the ways Greenbelt American 

Legion can quickly get back to the good old days is volunteer your help when needed.  

Some of the senior members who are not with us anymore will be greatly missed. The 

Legion Family will need to take on some of the duties that make this Post what it 

was, before we lost those family members. The 4th of July is on Monday this year. 

There will be a cookout at the Legion to celebrate the 4th. It will start at 3:00 PM and 

go till 6:00 PM. The use of the parking lot will be for members in good standing only 

and not the general public. Look for the flyers at the Legion and on our Facebook 

page for more information. There will be a Department Convention in Ocean City, July 

12th through the 15th. We will have a Legion Executive Committee meeting on 

Tuesday, July 5th, but not a July Legion General Meeting. Have fun in OC if you go. 

One of the big events at our Post is always the Boys Nation Dinner which will be in 

Hofberg Hall on the 24th of July starting  at 5:00 PM.   

As I take the helm as the Greenbelt American Legion Commander, I'd like to recognize 

two groups that function at the Post. The S.A.L. members that built the new fence in 

the pit Gary Barber, Jake Rambo, Dennis Eley and Keith Starkey. What a great job, 

and thank you from all of us who enjoy that area of the Legion, just in time for the 

summer. Speaking of summer, Dana Coleman, the President of the Auxiliary and 
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(Commander’s message continued from Page 1) 

Legion and the Annapolis Legion Posts. We all had a good time on the tour bus. All the Legions provided good 
food and warm friendship to all of us. We had some of the Rolling Thunder Maryland Chapter #1 show up at 
our Memorial Day cookout to relax after their motorcycle ride in and around the Maryland and District of 

Columbia area. Kenny Hall and Marcus Wright did a great job at the grill.    

The future of the restaurant looks good. The management team is working hard to bring our patrons good 
food at  reasonable prices. For more information on the Friday Night specials please refer to the Greenbelt 
American Legion Facebook page or visit the restaurant in person to enjoy the food.  Remember we're open 

on Sundays for breakfast from 8:30 AM - 1:00 PM.  

Again, thank you for the opportunity to lead our Post for the next year. I appreciate everyone’s support and 

look forward to expanding our events and services. 

God Bless America, 

Greg Gigliotti 

Commander 

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY 

MONDAY, MAY 30TH 2022 

Commander Mike Moore welcomed over 75 attendees to the Greenbelt Memorial Day Ceremony on Monday, 

May 30th. Greenbelt Mayor Jordon introduced the Greenbelt City Council, gave some brief remarks, and 

presented a Memorial Day Proclamation to the Legion, Auxiliary and SAL. 

Commander Moore welcomed our keynote speaker, Congressman Anthony Brown (MD-4) who has served 

three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.  Rep. Brown is a retired colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve. 

He was an Army aviator and was Airborne and Air Assault qualified. He was deployed in 2004 to Iraq, where 

he earned a Bronze Star and the Legion of Merit.  Rep. Brown serves on the House Armed Services Committee; 

the Veterans Affairs Committee: and the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. He served in the U.S, 

Army Judge Advocate General Corps and was educated at Harvard College and Harvard Law School. He 

served as Maryland’s Lieutenant Governor for 8 years under Gov. Martin O’Malley. 

 County Councilman Todd Turner (4th Councilmanic District) has represented Greenbelt well for the past 

eight years. Most recently, he was the Chairman of the County Council. Todd has attended every Greenbelt 

Memorial Day Ceremony and  Veterans Day Ceremony. He presented a proclamation from the County Council. 

State Delegate Nicole Williams (22nd District) is the newest member of our legislative delegation and serves 

on the House Judiciary Committee. Nicole made brief remarks and thanked the City leaders, and the Legion 

for conducting this important event. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, representatives from the City and the Legion posted five wreaths in front 

of the Greenbelt War Memorial. This was followed by a salute from the Legion Rifle Team and the playing of 

Taps. 

The attendees were invited back to Greenbelt American Legion Post 136 for a light lunch. 

(See photos on page 3) 
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Congressman Anthony Brown 

Greenbelt Mayor Emmett Jordan, 

Post 136 Commander Mike Moore, 

Aux. Unit 136 President Dana Coleman & 

S.A.L. Past Commander Jim Harbaugh 

County Councilman Todd Turner 

State Delegate Nicole Williams 

Fire Chief Tommy Ray & Firefighter/EMT Lisa Hegwood  

2022 



 

 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 136 

2022/2023 

Officers 

Commander: 

Lenny Wertz  

1st Vice Commander: 

Randy Fortwengler 

2nd Vice Commander: 

Vacant  

Chaplain: 

Kenny Hall 

Finance Officer: 

Bill Cornelius 

Historian: 

Ray (Cory) Micallef  

Sgt-At-Arms: 

Steve Tippett 

Adjutant: 

Ray (Cory) Micallef 

Advisor: 

Richard Dutton 

S.A.L. 

MEETINGS 

3rd Tuesday 

of the month 

@ 7:00 PM 
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S.A.L. COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Summer has arrived and I offer my best wishes to everyone and have a safe and 

pleasant one wherever the winds take you.  At the time of finishing this message the 

Detachment S.A.L. completed its 49th annual convention and legislative session in 

preparation for initiatives to elect and confer officers for the State & Region this 

coming year.  During the convention our Squadron was recognized for our efforts with 

its support of this year’s Commander’s project for Casey Cares, as well as our support 

for the Toys for Tots drive. Additionally, we were chosen as Co-Southern Maryland 

Region Squadron of the year with Laurel. This was a great honor to receive and testament 

to the members of our Squadron’s support of the programs of the Legion Family both 

here at the Post and among our Region and Detachment.   

Congratulations and thank you to all of our S.A.L. members who paid dues before 

June 1st and helped our Squadron in achieving the Three Star status for membership 

this year as recognized during convention. If you have not paid your 2022 dues, 

please stop by the Post and do so soon. The 2023 renewal dues are now being 

accepted as well.  Dues are $25 for members and $15 for juniors (under 18) and dual 

memberships, so please don't hesitate to renew. You may pay at the Post or the 

National Legion organization has a website that is now available to S.A.L. members at 

www.mylegion.org. This site will allow you to update & renew membership information 

automatically online and access other Legion related information and discounts. In 

order to create your account, you will need your member number from your 2022 

membership card. However, if your membership has lapsed before 2021 you may 

need to renew for lapsed years directly with the Post to keep your continuous years 

intact. The National Organization is continuously working to improve the functionality 

of their site.  

This administrative year will be a year with many opportunities for our members to 

support events, operations and membership. You may notice a couple things about 

the current officers listing in that we have a 2nd Vice Commander vacancy and are 

looking for someone to fill this position as soon as the 2nd  Vice Commander coordinates 

many of our activities. In another case, we have Corey who is pulling double duty in 

officer positions and we could use someone to take over one of those positions as 

well. You will notice some names missing from the list of officers. Chris F., who has 

held many positions in the Squadron over the years is about to set off on a well-

deserved new adventure that is taking him out of the area. I thank Chris for his many 

years of service to Legion Family and the City. Jerry D., who has served our Legion 

Family for many years is allowing others to step up while he is serving as a Southern  

(S.A.L. Commander’s message continued on Page 5) 
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Maryland Region Vice Commander. Tommy B. will be holding the position of Southern Maryland Region 

Commander for  the coming year and both will be around when available. Our team will need to support them 

in those rolls as they have supported our Legion Family solidly in the past.  

Our monthly meetings are held every 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 PM.  It’s also a great time to join our committees 

like the S.A.L Cook Crew, Membership, Service and Fundraising Committees to name a couple. Our meetings 

or Queen of Hearts nights are a great time to bring up new ideas and proposals.  In the near future the flyer 

for a Fall Super Shotgun Bingo co-hosted with the Auxiliary will be released. The Squadron Beef Cook-off date 

will be set and Squadron 136 will be looking to defend its title again.  Looking for new ideas on growing our 

Jr. S.A.L .program and creating and holding activities for Children & Youth. The need is here for your service, 

participation and ideas.  

Serving those who served,  

Lenny Wertz 

S.A.L. Commander 
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THE CONTACT 

The Contact is a bi-monthly newsletter published by The American Legion, Greenbelt Post 136 

Publisher: Mike Moore 

Editor: Bernie Zempolich 

Composing: East-West Web Solutions 

Queen of Hearts is Back 
on Wednesday Evenings 

A New Drawing Will Be Held Every Wednesday Until the Queen of Hearts is Drawn 

 
All Tickets Must Be Purchased by 7:15 PM the Night of the Drawing 

 
Drawing Held: 8:00 PM - Tickets: $5.00 each/3 for $10.00 - Pot Starts at: $1000.00 

This is a progressive raffle open to the public. 
Two (2) tickets drawn every Wednesday 

Your full name must be on your ticket(s) to be valid. 

If your ticket is drawn, you may pick a card from the Queen of Hearts Board. 
The amount of money won depends on the card drawn. 

ATTENTION ALL QUEEN OF HEARTS PLAYERS 

The Queen of Hearts will now be offering Hold’ em Cards $1.00 each 
on Wednesday evenings to win various cash prizes. (Up to $100.00 prizes) 

Also, when getting 10 Hold’ em Cards, ONE FREE Queen of Hearts ticket is yours as well! 

**This offer good until further notice** 

Sponsored by The Sons of the American Legion Squadron 136 
 

**PLEASE CONTINUE TO FOLLOW ALL SOCIAL DISTANCING AND FACE COVERING GUIDELINES** 
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AUXILIARY UNIT 136 

Greenbelt Unit #136 has had an outstanding year!!!  We just finalized our reports to the Department and as 
reported in previous issues of the CONTACT, the work and donations provided by our Unit were AMAZING! 

And we continue with our mission!  We have provided funding for 3 Veterans to attend the Shorebirds Game 
in Salisbury.  This is an annual event sponsored by the Department Juniors – in fact, the Department Junior 
President throws out the First Pitch!!! 

We recognized our local teachers for Teachers Week.  Peppermint Patties and a sign that said THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR COMMITTMINT AND INVOLVEMINT were presented to 6 area schools. 

Of course, May was Poppy Month – poppies were taken to area schools and arrangements were taken to 
Greenridge House and St. Hugh’s Church.  We distributed poppies especially at the Memorial Day Services at 
Greenbelt Center. 

Recent Donations included:  American Cancer Society, Greenbelt Summer Camps, Washington VA Medical 
Center, Baby Showers for our women Veterans, sponsoring of a golf hole at the Sons of The American Legion 
state convention and a donation in honor of John Hill. 

Our Unit is strong and does an excellent job supporting the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary and The 
American Legion.  And we are VERY PROUD to do so! We are especially proud of our joint efforts with the 
Sons of Greenbelt Squadron 136 - a great group to work with! 

Please remember that we take off the month of July for Shotgun Bingo but will start again strong in August. 

Our meetings are the first and third Thursdays at 7:00 PM at the Post.  Come out and join us – the more 
members who contribute, the more we can accomplish. 

 
AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
 
Our Unit’s paid membership in 2022 is 398 out of 416. That’s 97%. We have almost met our goal. We would 
like to welcome Erica Jackson and Jennifer Buckley as new members. We also welcome a transfer, Julie 
Patterson, the Post’s new Assistant Manager. Dorothy Lewis is a “rejoin” member. Thank you, ladies for joining 
us. The scholarship raffle “aka” Money Bunny will be drawn on Veterans Day. Please know that you can save 
a check and add your Money Bunny donation to your $30.00 check for your 2023 dues. 
 

We are very proud to have presented 3 scholarships this past year and already have 3 for this 2022-2023 
Auxiliary Administrative Year!  Supporting the Money Bunny helps us to continue with our scholarship 
efforts!!!! 
 

Have a wonderful summer, ladies, and stay safe. 
 

Susan Wiener  

AUXILIARY UNIT 136 

Like our Juniors 

on Facebook@136juniorsala 

AUXILIARY MEETINGS 

1st & 3rd Thursdays@ 7:00 PM 

THERE WILL BE NO UNIT MEETINGS IN JULY 
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2022 DUES FOR AUXILIARY MEMBERS 

$30.00 Regular (Seniors) 

$20.00 Seniors with 50 yrs. or more and Dual Members 

$6.00 Juniors (Members under 18) 
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We will be taking the month of July off for 

Shotgun Bingo but we will be back strong in August. 

Bingo is back in full swing and WE NEED YOU to MAKE IT GREAT!! 

Bring a friend, enjoy some food, friends and, maybe even be a BIG winner. 

Sponsored by the Auxiliary Unit #136 

Greenbelt Unit #136 
ATTN: Sandi Dutton 

P.O. Box 1063 

Greenbelt, MD 20768 

MONEY BUNNY!! 
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN $300.00 

Please support our Merit Scholarship Program 

TICKETS ARE $1.00 EACH 

Drawing Date: 

November 11, 2022 - Veterans Day 

Please send your address labels and checks  

made payable to Greenbelt Unit #136) to: 



 

John is best remembered as a man of faith, family, and friends. Wherever 
he went and whatever he was involved in, he was a man of passion 
and determination. When he became involved in the affairs of Greenbelt 
American Legion Post 136, he was a respected and effective leader 

because he had the heart of a servant. 

John was born in Takoma Park, MD in 1950. In 1967, at the age of 17, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He married Silvia, the love of his life, in 1968. He served on active duty for 3 years and 
nine months. He was a classified materials courier in Okinawa, Japan and in Philadelphia and 
attained the rank of Sergeant E-5. John joined the Metropolitan Police Department in 1971. He was 
named the honor graduate and won a scholarship to AU. He rose in the ranks quickly moving from 
scooter patrol to the vice squad to being a detective in the 3rd District. As a Lieutenant, he was 
temporarily detailed to the Mayor’s Office for eight years to serve as the liaison between MPD and 

the Mayor’s senior staff. 

John’s accomplishments and service to our nation as a U.S. Marine, to his community as a concerned 
and involved citizen, and to this Post as advocate for Veterans and their families will never be forgotten. 
As a former Marine, he understood the power of brotherhood that the motto “Semper Fidelis” Latin for 
“Always Faithful” could evoke. Whenever or wherever Marines meet, you will hear the familiar 

“Semper Fi.”   

John became actively involved in Post 136 in 2012, when he was elected 1st Vice Commander. He 
served as the Post Sergeant-at-Arms from 2013 to 2018. He was elected Post Chaplain in 2020 and 
served as the Chairman of the Post Home and Post Operations Committee for many years. Over the 
last several years, as the Post facilities and equipment were deteriorating, exacerbated by the two 
years of COVID closure, John jumped into action and managed a plethora of repairs and replacements. 
His quick action solved long-standing plumbing and electrical problems. He led the effort to install a 
WSSC-required grease interceptor, the repair of two walk-in coolers, and an ice machine. He managed 
the grounds contract and the snow removal contract.  He and Silvia spent Saturdays volunteering 
distributing dinners at the Post. John was tireless, relentless, and fully involved. In the spirit of 
“Semper Fi” I propose that John’s personal motto be “Semper ibi nobis,” Latin for “Always there for 

us.” We will all miss John very much. Semper ibi nobis, my brother! 

Mike Moore 

Adjutant 

Obituary 

John W. Hill, III 

April 7, 1950 – May 3, 2022 

A life well lived is the 

most exquisite work of art. 

— Erwin McManus — 
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Monday, July 4th 

Tuesday, July 5th 

July 12th to 15th 

Sunday, July 24th 

 

Monday, August 11th 

Thursday, August 18th 

Fourth of July Legion Family Picnic 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Executive Committee Meeting 6:30 PM 

Department Convention Ocean City 

Boys Nation Dinner 5:00 PM 

 

Executive Committee Meeting 6:30 PM 

Post 136 General Meeting 7:00 PM 

S.A.L. MEETINGS 

3rd Tuesday of the month @ 7:00 PM 

AUXILIARY MEETINGS 

1st & 3rd Thursdays @ 7:00 PM 

Come and enjoy the music, cold 

beverages and great food!! 

Fried Chicken  Burgers 

Hot Dogs   Italian Sausages 

Baked Beans  Corn on the Cob 

Assorted Cold Salads 

MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING ONLY 

Stay and watch the fireworks from the parking lot. 

ATTN: The parking is not available to 

the general public for fireworks viewing 

Picnic open to the Public 



 

BREAKFAST MENU 

Breakfast served on Sundays Only 
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM 



 

FRIDAY DINNER MENU 

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
SPECIALS AND DESSERTS: ASK YOUR SERVER 

**ASK YOUR SERVER ABOUT THE SEAFOOD SPECIAL** 

Friday Early Bird Dinner Special - $1.00 off Special Only 

From 4:00 PM until 5:00 PM 



 


