
 

The New Year is here, and the holiday season is over.  I hope all the Greenbelt American 
Legionôs Family, friends and patrons had happy holidays.  As we look back on last yearôs ac-
complishments, if you havenôt noticed the parking lot has a facelift (new tar coating and park-
ing lines). The facelift was the finishing touch done by WSSC for working with them to repair 
a water main leak out on the service road at the lower end of the parking lot. WSSCôs tempo-
rary use of the parking lot was an inconvenience during the repair but as you can see it paid off. 
Thank you all for your patience.   
 
Thanks to Brian Crabill the Post's second golf tournament was a great success.  I hope to see 
more support for next yearôs golf tournament.  Itôs always a great time and the proceeds help 
support the Post.  The Crab Feast this year didnôt fill the house, but it was successful, and 
everyone had a good time.   
 
You canôt beat the Postôs deal for the Thanksgiving Day Banquet.  It was the largest ever with 
275 attendees consuming food and beverage.  A good Thanksgiving meal isnôt the only thing 
we offer at the Post.  This yearôs Free Wills for Vets prepared, free of charge, 38 wills for 
veterans and their spouses. 

 
Everyone but three patrons of the Super Bowl Party met the deadline to pay for their Super 
Bowl Square. It's great to know that once again we are going to have good attendance at the 
parties. 
 
 Last January, we made some changes to the restaurant menu to reflect our patron's selections 
and their recommendations.  We met the challenge and it was a success.  Reaching out to res-
taurant patrons and members of the Post produced rewarding results in the restaurant.  This 
proves that your patronage and good ideas go a long way toward helping the Post maintain a 
solvent restaurant.  I sincerely hope that continued communications in the Greenbelt News 
Review and other communication outlets will attract more folks to seek membership in our 
Post Legion Family and help us to continue our good work supporting veterans and community 
involvement.   
 
As of January 1st we will begin checking for 2020 membership renewals. This will allow only 
members and guests to use the back bar or participate in Post scheduled events. I encourage all 
members to update their membership. 
 
Looking forward to next yearôs successful events that the Post supports: Memorial Day, Roll-
ing Thunder, Boys Nation Dinner, Veterans Day, Wills for Veterans, Law Enforcement/
Firefighters Recognition Dinner and the Pearl Harbor Anniversary.  If you donôt know, every 
year the American Legion Department of Maryland, National Security Commission Forum is 
held at our Post.  This year the guest speakers were Dr. Nicholas J. Schlosser, a senior historian 
at the U.S. Army Center of Military History and COL (Ret) John Demko, retired in 2018 after 
32 years of military services. John works for Corvus and his focus is on cybersecurity. Both 
speakers were very informative (see page 11). This event will be held next year on the anniver-
sary of Pearl Harbor Day. 
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This year the Post 136 Past Commanders are sponsoring a Wagon of Cheer raffle.  Tickets will be sold 3 for $5.00 and 7 
for $10.00. The proceeds from the raffle will benefit Post 136. So come out and support the post and take a chance on 
winning $180.00 dollars of Cheer. The drawing will be on St. Patrickôs Day.  

God Bless America. Have a safe and Happy New Year.  

For God and Country, 
Greg Gigliotti 
 

POST DONATES RELIGIOUS MILITARY ART TO THE 

ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES, USA 

 
On December 9th, representatives from Post 136 
presented a painting entitled ñSometimes Our 
Chapels Donôt Have Pewsò to the Archdiocese 
for the Military Services, USA.  The painting 
shows a Catholic Chaplain with a soldier in the 
desert.  It shows our own Honorary Chaplain 
Msgr. Karl Chimiak hearing the soldierôs 
Confession on a sand dune during Operation 
Desert Storm.  Post Historian Bernie Zempolich 
is making the presentation to the AMS Vicar 
General Rev. Msgr. John Foster and AMS 
Chancellor Ref. Fr. Robert Cannon.  Past 
Commander Mike Moore is holding the painting.  
The painting will be hung in a place of honor in 
the AMS Headquarters in Washington, D.C.   

The Archdiocese of the Military Services over-
sees the assignment of Catholic Chaplains for all 
of the Armed Services, as well as U.S. Embassies 
throughout the world. 
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VA Urgent Care Benefit 

As of June 6th, 2019, the VA offers eligible Veterans an urgent care benefit in the community.  This new benefit provides anoth-
er option for treatment of minor injuries and illnesses. 

Under the VAôs urgent care benefit, veterans must seek care for treatment of minor injuries and illnesses from the VAôs contract-
ed netbook of urgent care/retail locations. 

Important: 

¶ As part of implementing the VA MISSION ACT OF 2018, the VA will start offering urgent care services to provide 
Veterans with greater choice and access to timely, high-quality care. 

¶ Urgent care providers treat injuries and illnesses that require immediate attention but are not life- threatening, such 
as influenza, minor burns, and skin infections. 

¶ There are two types of urgent care network locations: Retail and Urgent. 

Ý Retail locations include a walk-in health clinic, other than an office, urgent care facility, pharmacy, or inde-
pendent clinic located within a retail operation.  Reasons why you would seek care at a retail location in-
clude treatment of an uncomplicated illness such as a sore throat or an earache. 

Ý Urgent locations include an office or a clinic, whose purpose is to diagnose and treat illness or injury for 
unscheduled, ambulatory patients seeking immediate medical attention (aside from emergency rooms).  Rea-
sons why you would seek care at an urgent location include treatment of more pressing illnesses or injuries 
that are not life-threatening, like splinting, casting, lacerations, or wound treatment. 

¶ This benefit is considered open access, allowing Veterans to access urgent care within the VAôs community care 
network and receive care without prior authorization from the VA.  The benefit started in June 2019. 

¶ The VA will pay for or fill prescriptions from your urgent care visit.  The urgent care provider may write a medically 
necessary prescription for up to a 14-day supply.  Veterans will be able to fill their prescriptions at any in-network 
pharmacy with Express Scripts. 

¶ To check eligibility, call 1-833-4VETNOW (1-833-483-8669). 

¶ For a complete list of services that are covered, visit https://missionact.va.gov.  

Veterans Health Library (VHL) 

The Veterans Health Library (VHL) has over 1,500 health sheets and 150 videos in both English and Spanish.   It gives Veterans 
access to health information to help them make informed decisions on their care.  Visit veteranshealthlibrary.va.gov to access the 
library. 

Post 136 Service Officer 

Robert F. White is the Post 136 Service Officer.  If you have any questions concerning your VA benefits or need help in apply-
ing for VA benefits, he can provide you with the appropriate assistance.   Robert can be reached at the following. 
0900 ï 1900 M-F at 703-598-5710.  You can email him for Saturday hours at etihwr2@verizon.net.  

Christmas Cards for Deployed Military Personnel 

At the Arthritis & Pain Association of Prince Georgeôs County 7th Annual Patient Appreciation Day, patients toured the medical 
building complex and had Christmas cards signed for deployed military personnel.  The Golden Age Club of Greenbelt sang 
Christmas carols and a DJ played music throughout the day.  Barbara Taylor, a friend of Post 136, participated in the event.  The 
Christmas card signing is yet another example of support for our military personnel. 

https://missionact.va.gov
http://veteranshealthlibrary.va.gov
mailto://etihwr2@verizon.net


AUXILIARY UNIT 136 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE: 

I hope everyone had a wonderful and peaceful Holiday Season and I wish all of you a very 
Happy New Year! Congratulations go to our $300 Money Bunny Raffle Winner, Larry Contillo, 
with a big thank you to everyone who supported the raffle and continue to support our efforts to 
provide scholarships for youth dedicated to pursuing opportunities in the Medical Technology 
field.  
 
We closed out 2019 having had some great events.  We had a successful Super Shotgun Bingo 
night in conjunction with the S.A.L.  There were many door prizes and big cash pots that were 
won.  We also had another successful Craft Bazaar.  A host of vendors came out to share their 
work and donate door prizes for the event.  Thank you to all the members of the Unit and S.A.L. 
who were able to come out and help at these events.  
 
Shotgun Bingo will be starting back on Tuesday, January 7th at 7:00 PM.  We would love to see 
you; so, come out and join us and bring your friends!  Besides the bingo, we have food, snacks 
and homemade cookies for sale. 
 
We will be holding our Shrimp Feast on Friday, February 21st.  In addition to shrimp, we will 
also have roast beef, sides, desserts, beer and sodas.  We will also have 50/50 drawings, other 
games of chance and of course, a DJ to play popular tunes during the evening.  Tickets are $25 
in advance, and $30 at the door.  Tickets can be purchased from Auxiliary members on Tuesday 
evenings, or at the back bar anytime.  Bring the family out for some food and fun. 
 
A reminder to all members, if you participate in or volunteer for any events regarding commu-
nity service, Americanism, children and youth, etc. we get credit for the hours.  This may in-
clude volunteering at schools, meals for the poor or church activities to name a few; so please 
let us know the number of hours, the event, and how many participated.  You can email that 
information to: Unit136alamd@gmail.com 
 
One of our many projects is sending clipped coupons to our military overseas.  I welcome any 
help you can give to separating, boxing and taking these coupons to the post office.  Weôve 
been asked to separate our coupons into food, non-food, and pet supplies.  I would like to thank 
those who faithfully clip the coupons and drop off or mail them to the Legion.  If you would 
like any information regarding this project or to volunteer, contact me at 
Unit136alamd@gmail.com  
 
God Bless America, 
Elizabeth Darnell 
Auxiliary President 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

We would like to welcome our newest Junior member, Jayne Lucas, age 10.  We still have a 
few members who have not renewed their 2019 membership; if you have not paid, please recon-
sider and send in your membership with your 2020 dues for continuous membership.  2020 
membership has been coming in, but we need a big push to meet our quota, please send it in 
today!  I thank the members who sent in their 2020 dues and included the missing $2 from their 
2019 dues, because of Nationalôs typo. The unit appreciates this.  
 
We now can enroll more members in the Auxiliary due to a change in eligibility requirements. 
Relatives (including spouses) of those who served in times other than wars and were honorably 
discharged, may now join.  Please see the full list of eligibility requirements on page 8 in this 
issue.  So, letôs get busy and recruit those newly qualified individuals! 
 
Susan Wiener, 
Membership Chairman 
(301) 474-0849 
Mail correspondence and dues to: 
ALA 136, PO Box 1063, Greenbelt, MD 20768 

2020 Dues For Auxiliary Members 

$30.00 Regular (Seniors), $20.00 Seniors with 50 yrs. 

or more and Dual Members $6.00 Juniors (Members under 18) 

2019/2020 

Unit Officers 

President 
Elizabeth Darnell 

1st Vice  President 

Kathy Gigliotti 

2nd Vice President 

Patty Rousseau 

Secretary 

Mary Fava 

Treasurer 

Sandi Dutton 

Chaplain 

Susan Wiener 

Historian 

Rusty Beeg 

Sgt-At-Arms 

Dana Coleman 

Executive Committee 

Laura Fendlay 
Dora Hamm 
Elizabeth Rice 
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Like our Juniors 

on Facebook 

@ 136juniorsala 
 

Auxiliary Meetings: 

1st & 3rd Thursdays @ 7:00 PM 

mailto:Unit136alamd@gmail.com
mailto:Unit136alamd@gmail.com


 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 136 

S.A.L. COMMANDERôS MESSAGE: 

Happy New Year!  Hopefully you have recovered from the holiday festivities with family and 
friends.  The holiday season often provides the chance for personal renewal.  In that vein I 
want to encourage our members who have not renewed for the 2020 dues year to do so quick-
ly.  Please do not hesitate!  Your annual dues are our life blood for the many programs we 
support year-round and covers some of our required administrative costs.  In addition to re-
newing your dues, I invite you to renew your support and awareness of how our Squadron 
supports our Legion Family, Veterans and community programs.  If you would like to learn 
more about the Sons of The American Legion programs or like to help on any of our events, 
you are welcome to attend our meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM.  The 
Squadron has several working committees that have opportunities for various talents annually 
or less frequently.  

Our Queen of Hearts activity returns to full swing every Monday evening with the drawing at 
7:30 PM.  See the flyers at the Post for more information.  The jackpot as of this writing con-
tinues to grow.  Remember you can always buy your ticket chances at the back bar 7 days a 
week.  The S.A.L. is holding a raffle for a 50ò flat screen television. Tickets are $5 each or 3 
for $10 see the flyers at the Post.  The drawing for the TV will be held on March 2, 2020. 
Tickets available in the back bar   

I want to thank and recognize the leadership of Post family member Trish Newburn in pulling 
together the support team for the Salute to Veterans event held this past November.  

Thank you all for your support, and have a prosperous and healthy New Year!   

Serving those who served,  
Lenny Wertz  
S.A.L. Commander  

2019/2020 

Officers 

Commander 
Lenny Wertz  

1st Vice Commander 
Jim Harbaugh 

2nd Vice Commander 
David Fendlay  

Chaplain 
Robert Snyder 

Finance Officer 
Bill Cornelius 

Historian 
Joshua Stewart  

Sgt-At-Arms 
Chris Field 

Adjutant 
Ray ñCoryò Micallef 

Advisor 
Jay Mayock 
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VETERANS DAY 2019 CEREMONY 

Veterans Day 2019 Ceremony, Greenbelt/Roosevelt Town Center 

(Photos courtesy of Bernie Zempolich) 

OTHER VETERANS DAY HAPPENINGS 

On Sunday, November 10th, 2019 the Post was fortunate to 

host the Greenbelt Concert Band's Veterans Day Concert. We 

would like to offer a sincere "Thank You" to the Conductor, 

Joan Rackey and the many talented musicians in the band for 

the awesome program they presented.  

We would also like to thank the Home Towne USA Chorus 

for their performances both at the Greenbelt Town Center 

Ceremony and then afterwards at the follow on luncheon at 

the Post. Their patriotic songs were much appreciated. 

There was also a special film screening of the history of the 

Peace Cross at the luncheon. We would like to thank Renee 

Green for setting this up. 

See more photos on Facebook at: 

http://www.facebook.com/GreenbeltLegion 

https://www.facebook.com/GreenbeltLegion/


SECOND ANNUAL POST 136 GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Brian Crabill Tournament Coordinator 

On Friday, October 11th, 2019 Post 136 held its 2nd Annual Golf Tournament at the Bowie Golf & Country Club in nearby 
Bowie, Maryland.  Once again we were blessed with a 71 degrees sunny day.  And once again, it turned out to be a spectacular 
success. 

We had 76 Legion Family, members and friends participate this year.  Last year must have been a success because this year we 
had people come from as far as Florida to play.  Definitely can't say thank you enough to all of those people that made this a 
spectacular event.  We had food and drinks on the course and Mission BBQ helped to take our food options to the next higher 
level.  The course awards ceremony was held in Hofberg Hall back at the Post where we had more food and drinks, and more 
prizes than you could ever imagine.   

We are already starting preparations for next yearôs 3rd Annual Golf Tournament as we want this Post activity to become the golf 
event of the year.  And with more sponsors joining every year, this shouldn't be hard to attain.  We hope that this yearôs players 
will return, and other Legion Family members and friends will join us.  

 

WE WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS... 

Corporate Sponsor: Buckley Sandler LLP, Washington, DC 

Food Sponsor: Mission BBQ of Greenbelt (on course food supplier) and Greenbelt American Legion Auxiliary Unit 136 
(awards ceremony)  

Gift Sponsors: Post 136, Sandi Dutton w/Summit Group, Sunoco Gas Station, Greenbelt, University of Maryland, Washington 
Nationals, Washington Mystics,  Washington Redskins, Washington Wizards, Baltimore Ravens, Baltimore Orioles, Texas 
Roadhouse of Bowie, Jerry's Seafood, Old Bowie Grill, Blaze Pizza of College Park, College Park 
Marriott Hotel and Danny Smith. If I'm missing anyone I am sorry.  

Hole Sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

 
A very special thanks to Doreen Clower, Faith Micallef, Greg Gigliotti, Gary Barber, Sandi Dutton, Bernie Zempolich, Christine 
Freitas, Jay Mayock, Rosalie Jones, Peggy Lint, Mark Kuhn, Bowie's Golf Pro John Huber, GM George L. Thomas III and Gaby 
Benitez of Greenbelt Mission BBQ.  Golf tournaments don't run themselves!   A lot of hours behind the scenes were put in by 
these individuals.  So a big thank you for all of the time and effort you put in to make this yearôs tournament a huge success. 

See photos on Facebook at: 

http://www.facebook.com/GreenbeltLegion 

§ Roast Beef 

§ Baked Beans 

§ Fountain Sodas 

§ Spiced Shrimp 

§ Corn/Potato Salad 

§ Draft Beer 

SHRIMP FEAST  

Friday, February 21, 2019 

6:00 - 9:00 PM 

All you care to eat on Premises: 

 

 

Get your tickets on Tuesday nights! 

$25.00 per person (In Advance) $30.00 per person (At the Door) 

Sponsored by: Greenbelt Unit #136, American Legion Auxiliary 

S.A.L Post 136 
A.L.A Post 136 
Richard Cantwell of Town Center Realty 
Frances Fendlay of Town Center Realty 
CMR Heating & Air 
Atlantic Environmental Services 

Eveready Drywall Inc. 
Greenbelt Credit Union 
VFW Post 5627 
Brylin Glass LLC 
Bernard A. Zempolich  

https://www.facebook.com/GreenbeltLegion/


 

 

 

 

 

One of the most important changes in American Legion history took place several months ago when Congress passed the 
LEGION Act which changed the dates for membership in the American Legion.  Membership is now open to veterans 
who served honorably in the time period from December 7, 1941 (Pearl Harbor Day) until the current date.  The reason 
that congressional legislative action was required to change membership requirements is that The American Legion was 
created by an Act of Congress on September 16, 1919.  Therefore subsequent changes to our federal charter must be ap-
proved by legislative approval.  The passage of the LEGION Act legislation opened the door for hundreds of thousands 
of veterans to access American Legion programs and benefits for which they previously had not been eligible.  

If you are, or know a veteran who is now eligible to join the Legion because of the new eligibility rules, please pick up a 
membership form at the Post 136 Managerôs office or from a Post officer or one of the on duty bartenders. 

Membership is the life blood of Greenbelt Post 136.  Therefore increases in the number of memberships are needed for 
the Post to continue with the activities and events throughout the year, serve our veterans and nearly communities and 
maintain our excellent restaurant.  We urge all members of the Greenbelt Post 136 Legion Family to join in our new 
membership drive. 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 

Membership in The American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the: 
 
(1) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of members of The American 
Legion; and 
 
(2) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men and women who 
served in either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918 and any time after December 7, 1941 
who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of their entry therein served on active duty in the Armed Forces of 
any of the governments associated with the United States during either eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or 
after honorable discharge; 
 
(3) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men and women who were 
in the Armed Forces of the United States during either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918; 
and any time after December 7, 1941 who served on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States during either 
eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge; and 
 
(4) to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in The American Legion.* 
 
* A woman who is eligible for American Legion membership is eligible to join the American Legion Auxiliary regard-
less of whether or not she is a member of The American Legion. However, eligibility of her female relatives (sister, 
mother, direct descendants) and/or spouse depends upon her membership in The American Legion. 
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See New Eligibility Rules Below 

Information on a veteranôs service record can be obtained by contacting: 

National Archives and Records Administration 

Telephone: 1-866-272-6272 

www.archives.gov 

http://www.archives.gov/
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32ND ANNUAL PUBLIC SAFETY AWARDS PROGRAM 

Friday, October 25, 2019 

Joint Color Guard representing the Greenbelt Police 

Department and the U.S. Park Police. 

Mayor Emmitt Jordan Welcoming Address at the 32nd 

Annual Public Safety Awards Program. 

Public Service Awards Honorees (from left to right) Dana 

Hill; Greenbelt Police Dept. Civilian Employee of the Year 

- Christopher Gogarty; U.S. Park Police B/W Parkway 

Station - Robert Defibaugh; Greenbelt Police Dept. Officer 

of the Year - William Joyce; Berwyn Heights Volunteer 

Fire Dept. & Rescue Squad Firefighter of the Year - 

George Moore; Greenbelt Firefighter of the Year - Cody 

Acker; Berwyn Heights Volunteer Fire Dept. & Rescue 

Squad Firefighter of the Year - Anthony Wallace; 

Maryland State Police, College Park Barrack Q Trooper of 

the Year - Frank Kellaher; Greenbelt Public Works Dept. 

Employee of the Year 

MANAGERôS MESSAGE 

On behalf of the Post Management Team and Staff, we want to wish all our Legion Family members, friends and patrons 
a happy, prosperous and safe 2020.  We also want to thank all who volunteered at events and activities this past year.  
Without your support the Post can not function effectively.  Last, we want to thank our restaurant patrons for making this 
past year a successful one. 

As we begin the New Year, we want to remind our Legion Family members, friends and patrons that we constantly try to 
improve the operations and services of Post 136.  But we continue to need your support and help.  If there is an issue or 
problem that needs to be addressed, please contact either a member of the Post Management Team or our Staff.   

Jay Mayock, 
Post 136 General Manager 
Managerpost136@Comcast.net  


