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ISSUE I 

I hope everyone had a great Christmas and your New Year starts off as you hoped it 
would. Some like the “Big Bang” to start the New Year and some like to start it slow 
and easy. The Pearl Harbor Recognition Dinner reminded me that as the Commander 
of the Post we always need to be prepared for the unexpected. With a natural disaster 
or terrorist event we should try to be prepared, and I'm sure our local, county and 
state agencies are. The Post needs to have the same posture for preparedness, but 
on a smaller scale. So look forward in the near future for Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) and Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Awareness training 
for all employees and Legion members that are interested in life saving education. I 
feel that this is something that should be offered every two or three years. The 
Awareness training will be free.  

The first month of this year brings indoor activities to the Post. The Corn Hole League 
on Wednesday nights will roll on into mid-March. Super Bowl Party #1 will be held on 
Saturday January 14th and Super Bowl Party #2 will be held on January 21st. If one of 
the Super Bowl Parties needs to be canceled because of severe weather, the make 
up party will be on the 4th weekend of January. The doors open at 4:30 PM and the 
shrimp and oysters will be served at 5:00 PM. For one reason or another this year, 
we will need volunteers to help during both parties. Please get with me by the 10th of 
January if you would like to help. In February, the 2nd weekend will be a very active 
weekend with the Legion’s Valentine's Day Dinner on Saturday the 11th  and the 
Super Bowl game on the 12th.   

Some new things are happening at the Post this year. The American Legion is now 
sponsoring Boy Scout Troop #298 this year and I'm looking into starting an in-house 
Pool League. Look for more information about the Pool League start -up committee 
being formed. Thanks to Brian Crabill and Brian Kennel most of the wall space in the 
back Bar Lounge is covered by flat screen TVs for viewing your sporting events. 
Please enjoy. 

I believe that we are making real progress in restoring dining services at the Post. 
After 2 months of the restaurant being open Fridays and Saturdays, the restaurant 
management team is now posting a monthly menu with the Friday and Saturday 
menu in print so you can pick up a hard copy at the restaurant the next time you 
dine with us.    

Most of our members have renewed their annual Legion membership for 2023. For 
those who wish to renew, it is very easy. You can renew online at Legion.org or send 
your $40 membership fee to the Post manager at 6900 Greenbelt Road, Greenbelt 
MD. 20770. The easiest way to renew is to pay at the Members bar. You can pay by 
cash, check, or credit card.  You will receive a receipt and we should be able to 
process your renewal very quickly.  We value your support and continued membership 
to our great Post.  

God Bless America 

Greg Gigliotti, 
Commander Post 136  
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PEACE CROSS RESTORATION AND REDEDICATION 

“MISSION ACCOMPLISHED” 

By Mike Moore 

After a lengthy court battle to save the Bladensburg 
Peace Cross from destruction and a concerted effort to 
raise over $1 million to cover the cost of restoration of 
the memorial and the site, over 200 concerned citizens, 
Veterans, community members and public officials gathered at 
the memorial on Veterans Day, November 11, 2022, to 
honor the 49 fallen WWI servicemen from Prince 
George’s County. On that cold and rainy day, people 
huddled under tents and umbrellas in front of the beautifully 
restored memorial to hear Gov. Larry Hogan say, “The 
people of this county first put up this Peace Cross, the 
people fought to keep it up, and now - thanks to the 
efforts of so many – it will forever be a permanent landmark 

and memorial.” 

The American Legion Department of Maryland was well represented at the dedication with Past Department 
Commander Will Trotter and Department Adjutant Russell Meyers in attendance and a broad representation of 
District and Post officers. Laurel Post 60 Commander Lee Luby brought a busload of enthusiastic supporters and 
many other local Post, S.A.L. and Auxiliary officers were on hand. The crowd was delighted to hear from American 
Legion National Judge Advocate Mark Seavey, who served a combat tour as a member of the 29th Division, the 
same Division in which many of the fallen heroes on the Cross served. Mark gave a quick recap of the legal 
battle that The American Legion and the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission fought as 
allies to save our beloved Cross. He also shared some interesting personal stories of several individuals on the 
Cross. In addition to our Legion contingent, representatives from many of our generous community support partners 
were represented, including Rolling Thunder Maryland Chapter 1; Hogs and Heroes, Inc.; Prince George’s County 

Elks Lodge; College Park Moose Lodge; Marine Corps League; and the Annapolis Fleet Reserve Association.  

I am so proud of the support that was provided by our own Greenbelt 
American Legion Post 136 and our S.A.L. and Auxiliary folks. With help 
from people like Veteran Advocate Josh Marks, Hogs and Heroes leader 
Andy Mutchler, and Rolling Thunder’s Anna Gibbs, we raised over $23 
thousand from generous supporters throughout Maryland. In addition, 
we led an effort to encourage Gov. Hogan to allocate $320 thousand 

for the restoration. 

With funds that Post 136 collected, we sponsored over 20 memorial 
bricks, and at the request of PG Parks, we commissioned three wire 
statues of WWI soldiers from a well-respected English sculptress and 
arranged to fly them to the U.S. through our allies from the Royal Air 

Force. These statues will add context and beauty to the restored site.  

Finally, Post 136 was honored to sponsor a reception for those 200 
plus brave and hardy souls who conquered the elements by attending 
the rededication ceremony. The reception was hosted by Cheverly American 
Legion Post 108, and featured remarks from Maryland Gold Star Mother’s President and Chaplain Janice 
Chance, State Senator Malcomb Augustine, First Liberty Institute CEO Kelly Shackelford, and “Save the Peace 
Cross” advocate Renee Green. Food was provided by our friends at Mission BBQ and was delicious. The 
reception was a delightful opportunity to thank everyone for helping us to restore and rededicate this sacred 

monument. 

Mission Accomplished – Well Done! 

 

(See more photos of the Peace Cross Rededication Ceremony on page 3) 



 

PEACE CROSS REDEDICATION CEREMONY PHOTOS 

VETERANS DAY 2022 

From the Governor’s Photo Gallery 

Photographer: Joe Andruckyk 

This was a formal official event held at the Peace Cross. As many as 200 people, including Governor Larry Hogan 

and many American Legion members attended. Of note; also in attendance was  Mike Moore, Past Commander 

of Legion 136, who was one of the main principals involved in this major effort. 

Click here to see all of the photos in the gallery. 

http://govpics.maryland.gov/pages/Download.aspx?EventItem=9080&ImageItem=842542&Month=11&Day=11&Year=2022&Event=Peace+Cross+Rededication&Photographer=Joe+Andrucyk&Path=ImageHandler.ashx%3fEventID%3d9080&ImageID=842542&Thumbs=False
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Legion Family, my continued hope is that this newsletter finds all in good health and 
spirits as we begin this New Year of 2023.  As is my custom, I encourage all of our 
family members who have not renewed dues to do so quickly.  Renewing your dues 
triggers many other components of our Squadron’s missions that strengthen the 
American Legion Family and our local community.  Stop by the Post to pay your dues 
or mail in to the Post. The S.A.L. 2023 Dues are $25 for regular members and $15 
for Dual membership and members Under 18.  In addition to renewing your dues, 
you are invited to renew your support and awareness of how our Squadron supports 
our Legion family, Veterans and community missions.  

Your S.A.L. needs help to continue our core missions and engage in new missions.  
The Squadron’s Queen of Hearts drawings took a break over the Holidays and has 
reconvened on Wednesday nights.  Consider dropping by on Wednesdays to check in 
with the S.A.L., grab a quick bite or try your luck at finding the Queen of Hearts. A 
thank you to everyone who dropped off a toy for the Toys for Tots drive.  Also we still 
are looking for help from our members with our missions of: Flag placement and 
replacements as well as the Legislative, Americanism, Membership, Program 
Support, Post Family Events, Boys State, Charlotte Hall Veterans Home and Children 
and Youth missions. Two developments under the Children and Youth missions 
occurred recently.  The Detachment of Maryland S.A.L. held an organizing  meeting 
for the Jr. S.A.L. Program.  Currently this program is focusing on school age Jr. S.A.L. 
members’ engagement in the missions of the S.A.L..  Anyone interested in learning 
more about this program or participating in it please contact the Squadron leadership 
team.  There will be a meeting in February to conduct training both for the Jr. members 
and the adults working with the program.  Additional training and information sharing 
is held for many of the missions of the S.A.L. during the winter meeting weekend in 
February.  In December, the Post 136 Executive Committee received a request from 
Scout Troop 298 and Cub Pack 298 to sponsor the units for the coming year. The 
Executive Committee voted to provide sponsorship for these units for the 2023 year 
and will review it for each year after.  From time to time in the coming year, our 
Legion family will receive from Scout Troop 298 and Cub Pack 298 invitations to 
attend formal events such as an Eagle Scout Court of Honor. In turn, the Squadron 
intends to find ways to help them as part of our Children & Youth mission.  Remember 
you can always ask a member of the Squadron leadership team or sign up in the 
Members’ bar to find out more information.  Some of our missions are funneling 
information and sharing that with our members and other veterans.   

If you would like to continue the mission of honoring the service of those before us 
come to our monthly meeting held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM. 
You may also make a direct donation and tell us which mission you would like that 
donation applied to, that option is always open. Remember, our restaurant is now 
open Fridays and Saturdays for dinner and Sundays for breakfast. Visit once a 
month and tell a friend, the extra traffic will ultimately allow our Legion family to 
continue the mission of supporting the community as a whole.   

Last, but certainly not least, thank you to all of the S.A.L. members who continue to 
help carry on the missions by cooking, selling, serving, volunteering and supporting 
in many ways around the Post.  

May everyone continued to be blessed and Honor those who served,  

Lenny Wertz, 
Squadron 136 Commander 
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S.A.L. COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 136 

February 2, 2023 



 

Queen of Hearts is Back 
on Wednesday Evenings 

A New Drawing Will Be Held Every Wednesday Until the Queen of Hearts is Drawn 

 
All Tickets Must Be Purchased by 7:15 PM the Night of the Drawing 

 
Drawing Held: 8:00 PM - Tickets: $5.00 each/3 for $10.00 - Pot Starts at: $1000.00 

This is a progressive raffle open to the public. 
Two (2) tickets drawn every Wednesday 

Your full name must be on your ticket(s) to be valid. 

If your ticket is drawn, you may pick a card from the Queen of Hearts Board. 
The amount of money won depends on the card drawn. 

ATTENTION ALL QUEEN OF HEARTS PLAYERS 

The Queen of Hearts will now be offering Hold’ em Cards $1.00 each 
on Wednesday evenings to win various cash prizes. (Up to $100.00 prizes) 

Also, when getting 10 Hold’ em Cards, ONE FREE Queen of Hearts ticket is yours as well! 

**This offer good until further notice** 

Sponsored by The Sons of the American Legion Squadron 136 
 

**PLEASE CONTINUE TO FOLLOW ALL SOCIAL DISTANCING AND FACE COVERING GUIDELINES** 

Post 136 Commander, Greg Gigliotti, presents an American Legion Challenge Coin to Leon Kuplis. The 92-year old Army veteran and 

member of Post 136, along with his daughter, Sandra Trevathan, enjoyed the Post and member -  supplied array of tasty food while 

watching the Army-Navy game.           Photo by Butch Hicks 

AMERICAN LEGION CHALLENGE COIN PRESENTATION 



 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hello All, 

Happy Holidays & Happy New Year!! 

The Auxiliary have been busy little elves at the end of this year. 

We had our Craft Fair at the end of November which turned out to be a huge success. 
Thank you to the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Department for helping us out with some 

extra needed tables and all the vendors and customers who came out to support. 

I want to take the time to thank all members for all their hard work that makes this Unit 

great! 

It enabled us to donate and help out the following organizations and programs: 
Greenbelt Police Department - Shop With a Cop, Dunkin Donut gift cards for teachers 
during American Education Week, Knights of Columbus Breakfast with Santa, Greenbelt 
Volunteer Fire Department -  Sam’s Club Gift Cards, Wreaths Across America, Luke’s 
Wings -  birthday party and pizza party for Veterans at Perry Point VA, and last but not 
least, we worked with the juniors in the Department to provide toiletries and personal 

care items for our Veterans at Baltimore VA, 

As you can see, it takes a village and I am very thankful for my village and everyone in 

it. 

Here’s to a great 2023 to come. 

Respectfully, 

Kathleen Gigliotti, 

President 

MEMBERSHIP MESSAGE 

Congratulations to the winner of the Unit’s scholarship fund raffle also known as 
“Money Bunny”, Marty Rousseau. The annual craft show was the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving and we thank all who participated in it. Thank you for all your hard work. 
Our Unit membership is halfway to goal for 2023. If you’re not holding your 2023 card 
please send your $30.00 check to P.O. Box 1063 Greenbelt, MD 20768. Advance 
notice from national says that dues will be increased for 2024. We don’t know how 

much yet so please pay the $30.00 for 2023 now. 

This year the eligibility rules changed on our applications. Male spouses of dual members 
are now eligible. Our first male spouse member is Thomas Bryant member of S.A.L.. We 
also welcome two new juniors from the Gigliotti family, Emilia and Gianna. Our Auxiliary 

family is growing. 

For now happy New Year and happy Valentine’s Day. 

Susan Wiener, 

Chaplain and Membership Chairman 

2022/2023 
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President: 

Kathy Gigliotti 
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Elizabeth Darnell 
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Mary Fava 
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Sandi Dutton 

Chaplain: 

Susan Wiener 
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Rusty Beeg 

Executive 

Committee: 

Dora Hamm 

Elizabeth Rice 

Like our Juniors 
on Facebook @ 

136juniorsala 

AUXILIARY MEETINGS 

1st & 3rd Thursdays @ 7:00 PM 

( except July and December) 

2023 Dues For Auxiliary Members 

$30.00 Regular (Seniors), $20.00 Seniors 
with 50 yrs. or more and Dual Members 

$6.00 Juniors (Members under 18) 
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AUXILIARY UNIT 136 



 

 

Greenbelt Unit #136 
ATTN: Sandi Dutton 

P.O. Box 1063 
Greenbelt, MD 20768 

MONEY BUNNY!! 

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN $300.00 

Please support our Merit Scholarship Program 
TICKETS ARE $1.00 EACH 

Drawing Date: 
November 11, 2023 - Veterans Day 

Please send your address labels and checks  
made payable to Greenbelt Unit #136) to: 

Bingo is back in full swing and WE NEED YOU to MAKE IT GREAT!! 

Bring a friend, enjoy some food, friends and, maybe even be a BIG winner. 

Sponsored by the Auxiliary Unit #136 

The Unit presented a check to the 

Greenbelt Police Department for 

their “Shop with a Cop” program. 



 

ROLLING THUNDER ANNUAL THANKSGIVING TURKEY DISTRIBUTION 

Greenbelt American Legion Post 136 Commander Greg Gigliotti presents checks from Post 136 American Legion 

Family and Greenbelt Fire Department to Anna Gibbs of Rolling Thunder RTMD1 for more than $2500. The funds 

supported the annual Thanksgiving Turkey Distribution by the Rolling Thunder Riders and American Legion 

volunteers to military as they arrived at the Post parking area to collect the frozen birds, pies and associated 

fixings. About 75 turkeys were distributed to military families who came from around the metropolitan area. 

Photo - from left: Julie Patterson; Assistant Manager Post 

136, Greg Gigliotti, Anna Gibbs, Tommy Bryant; Southern 

Maryland Region Commander, Mike Moore; Post 136 

Post 136 Commander, Greg Gigliotti, joined by Post Auxiliary 

Unit 136 President, Kathy Gigliotti in greeting families 

as they arrived for the Thanksgiving turkey distribution 

Above and to the right: Representatives of Rolling Thunder 

Riders RTMD1 distributed turkeys to military families for 

Thanksgiving. The Post coordinated with Anna Gibbs of 

Rolling Thunder to provide Post facilities during turkey 

acquisition, stuffing bags of turkey fixings, lollipops for 

youngsters, and prepping distribution as families drove 

through to get their Thanksgiving thank yous from the 

American Legion. 

Photos by Butch Hicks 



 

VETERANS DAY 2022 OBSERVANCES AT GREENBELT AMERICAN LEGION POST 136 

Photos by Butch Hicks 

Greenbelt American Legion and community service representatives salute for 

the National Anthem during the Veterans Day service at Legion's Post 136. 

Mayor Emmett Jordan presented the Veterans Day proclamation 

to Elizabeth Darnell; Post 136 Auxiliary Unit and Brian Fletcher; 

Sons of the American Legion Squadron 136. 

Greenbelt mayor Emmett Jordan assisted Post 136 

Auxiliary members Susan Wiener (left) and Sandi 

Dutton drawing the "Money Bunny" Merit Scholarship 

fund raiser participant $300 winner, Marty Rousseau. 

The scholarship awards are part of the Auxiliary Unit's 

education and Community Service programs. 
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Friday & Saturday Dinner: 

4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Sunday Breakfast: 

8:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

6900 Greenbelt Road 

Greenbelt, MD 20770 

(301) 345-0136 

Early Bird Dinner Special: 

Friday and Saturday Evenings 

$1.00 off Dinner (Special Only) 

From 4:00 PM until 5:00 PM 



 

SUPER BOWL PARTIES 

Doors open at 4:30 PM 

ST. VALENTINE’S DAY EARLY DINNER SPECIAL 

Saturday, February 11th 

UPCOMING EVENTS - JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2023 

Monday, January 2nd 

Post 136 Executive Committee Meeting 6:30 PM 

Saturday, January 14th 

Super Bowl Party #1 

Thursday, January 19th 

Post 136 General Meeting 7:00 PM 

Saturday, January 21st 

Super Bowl Party #2 

Saturday, January 28th 

Super Bowl Party Weather Makeup Day 

Monday, February 6th 

Post 136 Executive Committee Meeting 6:30 PM 

Saturday, February 11th 

Saint Valentine’s Day Early Dinner Special 

Thursday, February 16th 

Post 136 General Meeting 7:00 PM  

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

SURF AND TURF 

4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Filet Mignon 

Grilled Shrimp 

Green Beans Almondine 

Baked Potato 

$17.95 

Super Bowl Party #1  Saturday, January 14th 

Super Bowl Party #2  Saturday, January 21st 

Shrimp and Oysters served at 5:00 PM 

Weather Make up Date: 

Saturday, January 21st 


